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Abstract 
This study examines the scarcity of indigenous language literacy in Merauke and the 
pressing threat of local language extinction. Utilizing a qualitative approach and case 
study method, the research identifies primary factors influencing the decline in the use 
of local languages, including the dominance of the Indonesian language, lack of 
documentation and teaching materials in native languages, and limited educational 
policy support for language preservation. Furthermore, globalization and modernization 
have driven younger generations to prioritize languages perceived as more economically 
and socially valuable. The findings reveal that without sustained revitalization efforts, 
local languages in Merauke face an increased risk of extinction. Recommendations 
include developing language documentation programs, integrating local languages into 
school curricula, and fostering community awareness and pride in native languages. This 
research aims to serve as a foundation for more effective language preservation 
strategies in Merauke.  

Keywords: local languages, indigenous language literacy, language extinction, 
language documentation, language revitalization 

 

Introduction  

Local languages are a cultural aspect that is vital in strengthening group identity. In 
Indonesia, the diversity of local languages reflects invaluable cultural wealth. However, 
with the progression of time and the dominance of national and international languages, 
many local languages are on the brink of extinction, including indigenous languages in 
regions such as Papua and Merauke. Merauke, located at the southern tip of Papua, 
possesses a unique richness in local languages. However, a decline has recently been 
seen in the use and documentation of these languages. This trend raises concerns about 
the future survival of these languages. 

Urgency 

Research on the scarcity of local language literacy in Merauke is highly urgent, 
considering the language extinction crisis increasingly threatens the continuity of local 
culture and identity. According to UNESCO data, more than 40% of approximately 7,000 
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languages worldwide are now endangered, with languages in Papua, including Merauke, 
categorized as high-risk (Moseley, 2010). The threat to local languages in Merauke is not 
merely a linguistic issue, but also the loss of local knowledge, oral traditions, and cultural 
values passed down through generations. Therefore, this research is urgently needed to 
examine the factors contributing to the scarcity of local language literacy and analyze 
preservation efforts. 

Local languages play an important role in maintaining the cultural integrity of a 
community. As Crystal (2000) asserts, language is a communication tool and a 
"repository of knowledge" containing history, value systems, and the collective 
understanding of local communities. When a language disappears, so does the unique 
worldview of its speakers. In the Merauke context, local languages reflect the ethnic and 
cultural diversity of various indigenous groups, such as the Marind and Kanum 
communities. Without immediate action, the people of Merauke risk losing an essential 
part of their identity. 

Furthermore, the scarcity of local language literacy in Merauke reveals deeper 
structural issues. The lack of documentation, limited publication of books or teaching 
materials in local languages, and minimal use of local languages in formal education are 
fundamental problems. Research by Grenoble and Whaley (2006) suggests that when a 
language is poorly documented and lacks strong educational support, it becomes 
increasingly unused, especially by younger generations. Ultimately, the language can 
vanish within generations. This condition is evident in Merauke, where local languages 
are becoming less frequently used in both public and private daily communication. 

Globalization and modernization further accelerate the decline of local languages. The 
national language, Indonesian, dominates almost every aspect of life in Merauke, from 
education to media, allowing little space for local languages to survive. As Anderson 
(2009) notes, the economic and political forces that support the dominance of major 
languages often drive the marginalization of minority languages. This situation 
exacerbates the scarcity of local language literacy, as fewer native speakers feel it is 
essential to use and preserve their language. 

The crisis in local language literacy also leads to the erosion of cultural and social 
identity. Fishman (1991) explains that language is central to cultural identity and 
community pride. When a language is no longer used or documented, communities lose 
an essential means of articulating their cultural heritage. In Merauke, local languages are 
the medium for transmitting traditional knowledge, such as mythology, customary law, 
and local ecological wisdom. The absence of literacy in these languages will hasten the 
loss of this knowledge, making it imperative to document and preserve it. 

This research is particularly urgent as few in-depth studies have addressed the 
condition of local language literacy in Merauke. Many studies on Papuan languages focus 
on preservation efforts in other areas, such as West Papua or the highlands. At the same 
time, Merauke—a region rich in linguistic diversity—often escapes academic attention. 
Without thorough research, the scarcity of language literacy in Merauke may worsen. As 
Austin and Sallabank (2011) suggest, the first step in preserving endangered languages 
is understanding the factual situation through scientific research, forming a foundation 
for conservation policies. 

The urgency is heightened by social changes in Merauke, where younger generations 
increasingly prefer Indonesian or foreign languages daily. This phenomenon reduces the 
number of local language speakers and diminishes the desire to document local 
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languages. Young people in Merauke risk becoming a "lost language generation" if no 
concrete steps are taken to promote and enhance local language literacy among them. 

Thus, this research seeks to fill the gap in the literature on the scarcity of local language 
literacy in Merauke. By understanding the current situation from both linguistic and 
socio-cultural perspectives, this study aims to provide relevant policy recommendations, 
such as integrating local languages into school curricula, training local language teachers, 
and supporting the publication of teaching materials in Indigenous languages (Yuwana 
et. al., 2024). This way, local languages in Merauke can be preserved and continue to live 
as part of the nation’s cultural heritage. 

The primary issue addressed in this study is the scarcity of literacy resources and 
documentation of local languages in Merauke. Several regional languages in this area 
face a serious threat due to insufficient archiving and documentation, both in print and 
digital forms. The lack of emphasis on teaching local languages in school curricula and 
weak governmental efforts toward local language preservation exacerbates the 
situation. This phenomenon aligns with Grenoble and Whaley's (2006) assertion that 
minority languages unsupported by governmental policies and formal education are 
more likely to become extinct. 

Literature Study 

To delve into the issue of the scarcity of local language literacy in Merauke, this 
research draws upon relevant literature concerning language extinction, minority 
language preservation, and language education policy (Yuwana et. al., 2024). This 
literature review will cover key theories and concepts related to language shift, the 
importance of language documentation, language preservation strategies, and the 
socio-cultural and political implications of the extinction of regional languages. Below 
are several key pieces of literature forming the basis of this study: 

Language Extinction: Causes and Impacts 

In his book Language Death, Crystal (2000) explains that language extinction is a global 
phenomenon driven by various factors, including migration, urbanization, globalization, 
and the dominance of majority languages. Crystal asserts that when a language dies, it 
is not only a lost communication tool but also a unique worldview, traditional 
knowledge, and the value and belief systems of the community using the language. 
Language is a "repository of knowledge," encompassing aspects of life from folklore to 
local ecological wisdom. 

Crystal's research is relevant in the Merauke context, where local languages face 
serious threats from the dominance of Indonesian and foreign languages. The loss of 
local languages in Merauke implies the loss of a communication tool and a critical part 
of cultural identity and local history. Crystal emphasizes that without revitalization 
efforts, minority languages, including those in Merauke, will become extinct as the 
number of native speakers declines. 

Language Shift and Language Revitalization 

In Reversing Language Shift, Fishman (1991) discusses the phenomenon of language 
shift, whereby a minority language community gradually abandons its original language 
in favor of a dominant one. Fishman emphasizes that social, political, and economic 
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pressures often drive language shifts. In many cases, most languages, such as 
Indonesian, are viewed as more beneficial for social mobility, educational access, and 
economic opportunities, causing younger generations to adopt them as their primary 
language. 

Fishman also introduces the concept of language revitalization as a strategy to reverse 
language shift. According to Fishman, preserving regional languages requires the 
involvement of various stakeholders, including local communities, governments, and 
educational institutions. In Merauke, Fishman's theory helps explain why younger 
generations prefer Indonesian over local languages and suggests how appropriate 
policies could help revive the use of local languages. 

The Importance of Language Documentation 

In the literature on preserving minority languages, Grenoble and Whaley (2006) 
highlight the importance of language documentation as an initial step in preserving 
endangered languages in their book Saving Languages: An Introduction to Language 
Revitalization. They explain that poorly documented languages face a higher risk of 
extinction, as there are no reference materials for future generations to learn or 
continue the language. 

In Merauke, the scarcity of local language documentation is a primary factor 
accelerating literacy scarcity. Grammar books, dictionaries, and reading materials in local 
languages are rare, making learning or using them difficult outside native-speaker 
communities. Grenoble and Whaley argue that documentation involves recording 
grammar and vocabulary and capturing oral traditions, folklore, and religious texts 
essential to the community’s cultural life. 

Documentation is also crucial in education, where local language learning materials 
are needed to sustain these languages. Without adequate documentation, regional 
languages in Merauke will become increasingly difficult to preserve, especially in an era 
of globalization where the dominance of majority languages continues to grow. 

Educational Policy in Regional Language Preservation 

Education plays a vital role in efforts to preserve regional languages. Fishman (1991) 
argues that integrating regional languages into the formal education system is one of the 
most effective ways to sustain them. Regional language education can be implemented 
in schools as specific language courses or as the language of instruction in certain 
subjects. 

In Merauke, current education policies tend not to support using local languages. 
Indonesian is the only language of instruction in schools, while local languages are rarely 
taught formally. Fishman believes that schools play an essential role in ensuring that 
minority languages continue to be spoken and used by younger generations. Regional 
language education strengthens cultural identity and instills a sense of pride in local 
languages among students. 

As Austin and Sallabank (2011) state in The Cambridge Handbook of Endangered 
Languages, language revitalization through education requires support from various 
parties, including government, communities, and academia. They emphasize that 
without strong policy support, language preservation efforts are often hindered by a lack 
of resources and attention. In Merauke, the lack of educational policies supporting 
teaching local languages is a significant factor in the scarcity of local language literacy. 
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The Impact of Globalization on Language Extinction 

Globalization and modernization have accelerated language shifts worldwide, 
including in Indonesia. Anderson (2009), in his book Language and Politics: Power, 
Economics, and Cultural Survival discusses how global economic and political forces 
promote the use of majority languages and marginalize minority languages. Most 
languages, such as Indonesian, are often viewed as having higher economic value, 
providing greater access to education, employment, and social mobility. 

In Merauke, globalization marginalizes local languages as Indonesian and foreign 
languages like English become more dominant in everyday life, including media, schools, 
and workplaces. Anderson argues that without strong efforts to preserve minority 
languages, these languages will be increasingly replaced by economically appealing 
majority languages. 

Globalization also affects younger generations, who are increasingly exposed to 
foreign cultures through media and technology. They are more inclined to learn 
Indonesian or foreign languages, seeing them as more relevant to modern life. Anderson 
posits that appropriate policy intervention is necessary to protect regional languages 
from the adverse effects of globalization. 

Language Revitalization through Community and Government Collaboration 

Austin and Sallabank (2011) stress the importance of collaboration between local 
communities, governments, and academic institutions in regional language preservation 
efforts. They argue that language revitalization is not solely an individual responsibility 
but requires a collective effort involving all levels of society. This collaboration is 
essential in Merauke, given the many endangered regional languages that need support 
from various parties to survive. 

Local communities play a key role in language preservation, particularly through the 
use of the language in daily life and intergenerational transmission. However, these 
efforts are challenging to succeed without government policy support—such as regional 
language instruction in schools or cultural preservation programs. Austin and Sallabank 
argue that language preservation requires comprehensive policies, ranging from 
education to media, and adequate resources for documenting regional languages. 

Research Objectives 

This study explores and analyzes the factors contributing to the scarcity of local 
language literacy in Merauke and its impact on the potential extinction of local languages 
in the region. Specifically, this research has the following key objectives: 

Identify Causes of Local Language Literacy Scarcity in Merauke 

This research seeks to understand the underlying causes of local language literacy 
scarcity in Merauke, including social, cultural, political, and economic factors influencing 
the decline in the use and documentation of local languages. This objective will be 
achieved through qualitative data analysis obtained from interviews, observations, and 
review of documents related to regional language policies in Merauke. 
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Describe the Extent of Local Language Use in Various Life Aspects 

The study aims to map how local languages are still used in everyday life within family, 
community, educational, and local media contexts. This will provide an overview of the 
use of local languages by younger generations, the elderly, and indigenous communities 
in Merauke. 

Evaluate the Role of Education in Local Language Preservation 

One objective of this research is to assess how local languages are integrated into 
Merauke's formal and informal educational systems. The study will examine the role of 
schools, educational institutions, and government policies in supporting (or failing to 
support) the preservation of local languages. The study will also identify challenges in 
teaching and documenting local languages in this context. 

Analyze Efforts for Local Language Documentation and Revitalization 

This research aims to identify documentation efforts undertaken to preserve local 
languages in Merauke and assess their effectiveness. This includes analysis of 
documentation on oral traditions, dictionaries, grammar books, and digital media 
promoting local languages. The study will also evaluate language revitalization strategies 
that have been implemented, if any, and recommend additional steps needed. 

Propose Policies and Strategies for Local Language Preservation 

Based on the research findings, the ultimate goal of this study is to provide policy 
recommendations to support the preservation of local languages in Merauke. This 
includes proposals for developing a more inclusive educational curriculum for local 
languages, provision of resources for language documentation, and strategies to raise 
awareness and encourage the use of local languages among the general public. These 
recommendations will be grounded in existing case studies and best practices from other 
regions that have successfully preserved minority languages. 

Assess the Impact of Globalization and Modernization on Local Languages 

This research also aims to assess the extent to which globalization, modernization, and 
technological advancement influence the scarcity of local language literacy in Merauke. 
This objective includes analyzing the social, economic, and cultural impacts of the 
dominance of Indonesian and foreign languages, such as English, on the use of local 
languages. 

By achieving these objectives, this research hopes to significantly contribute to a 
deeper understanding of Merauke's local language literacy crisis and inspire concrete 
actions to prevent the extinction of local languages in the region. 

Method  

This research adopts a qualitative approach using a case study method to investigate 
the factors causing the scarcity of local language literacy in Merauke. This approach was 
chosen as it allows for an in-depth exploration of socio-cultural phenomena related to 
regional languages and the role of education, policy, and communities in language 
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preservation. The following provides a detailed description of the research methodology 
used: 
Research Approach 

This study employs a descriptive qualitative approach to understand the phenomenon 
of local language literacy scarcity in Merauke from the participants' perspectives, namely 
local communities, educators, and policymakers. This approach allows for collecting rich 
and comprehensive data on local language use, educational conditions, language 
documentation, and language preservation policies in the region. 

A qualitative approach was chosen as it is well-suited to examining complex social and 
cultural phenomena, such as language shift and the marginalization of local languages, 
which require a deep understanding of local context and dynamics. 

Creswell (2014) highlights that qualitative research is ideal for exploring complex 
phenomena within their natural settings. Qualitative approaches allow researchers to 
understand participants' perspectives, motivations, and experiences more deeply, 
making them suitable for cultural, identity, and social behavior studies. 

 
Case Study Design 

This study is an exploratory case study focusing on the Merauke region as a specific 
case within the context of South Papua. A case study design was selected to gain an in-
depth understanding of the issue of local language literacy scarcity by considering the 
unique characteristics of the Merauke community, including their cultural, social, and 
economic traditions. 

The case study will explore patterns of local language use within the Merauke 
community, community engagement in language preservation, educational policies and 
initiatives related to local languages, and efforts and challenges in language 
documentation. 

Simons (2009) argues that case studies allow a rich exploration of a phenomenon 
within its natural context and explains that a case study approach supports flexibility in 
data collection, including interviews, observations, and document analysis, making it 
ideal for capturing the nuanced realities of social settings. 
 
Research Location and Subjects 

The research was conducted in Merauke, South Papua, a region with rich cultural and 
linguistic diversity facing challenges in local language preservation. The focus is on 
several communities with different local languages, including the Marind, Muyu, and 
Kanum tribes, which have languages with increasingly few speakers. 

Yin (2018) points out that case study research benefits significantly from a well-chosen 
location that provides direct access to the studied issue. He advises researchers to select 
locations supporting a comprehensive analysis, particularly when context is critical in 
interpreting findings. 

Patton (2015) discusses the importance of purposeful sampling, which entails choosing 
participants likely to provide the most insight into the phenomenon under study. He 
suggests that researchers should select participants who can offer diverse perspectives 
on the issue, thus enhancing the study’s depth and validity. 

Seidman (2006) focuses on the importance of selecting subjects with relevant 
experience and knowledge to the study. He explains that choosing participants with 

http://e-publisher.my.id/index.php/amrj/index


available at http://e-publisher.my.id/index.php/amrj/index  
Acceleration: Multidisciplinary Research Journal Vol. 02, No. 03 Year 2024 

 

E-ISSN: 2986-9269 170 P-ISSN: 3026-0159 
 

varied backgrounds within the location can provide a fuller picture of the phenomena, 
ensuring that different viewpoints are explored. 

Research subjects are purposively selected to represent various stakeholders relevant 
to the issue of local language literacy scarcity, namely: 

Local communities, including native speakers of various ages (children, youth, adults, 
and the elderly), to understand how local languages are used in daily life. 

Teachers and educational staff in Merauke schools need to obtain information on the 
role of education in preserving local languages and the challenges of teaching local 
languages. 

Local government officials and policymakers in education and culture must understand 
existing local language preservation and implementation policies. 

Local language researchers and activists involved in language documentation efforts 
to identify initiatives undertaken and challenges faced. 
 
Data Collection Techniques 

This research uses several data collection techniques to gain a comprehensive 
understanding: 

Interviews 
Interviews are conducted with the designated research subjects, including local 

communities, teachers, and regional government officials. These semi-structured 
interviews allow the researcher to delve deeply into participants' experiences, views, 
and perspectives on using local languages, education, and language preservation 
policies. The interviews also aim to identify factors that promote or inhibit local language 
literacy in Merauke. 

Kvale and Brinkmann (2009) emphasize that interviews allow researchers to explore 
participants’ perspectives in-depth, making them ideal for gathering rich, qualitative 
data on experiences, attitudes, and beliefs. They also note that semi-structured 
interviews provide flexibility, enabling researchers to probe further based on 
respondents’ answers. 

 
Participant Observation 

The researcher will conduct participant observations in schools, communities, and 
local cultural events to directly observe the use of local languages in daily life and 
educational activities. This observation aims to identify how much younger generations 
still use local languages and how education contributes to language preservation efforts. 

Spradley (1980) asserts that observation is essential for understanding social contexts 
and behaviors as they occur naturally. He explains that participant observation, in 
particular, enables researchers to gather data on both spoken and unspoken aspects of 
participants’ interactions. 

 
Document Analysis 

This research will also use document analysis, including government policies, school 
curricula, teaching materials, and publications related to local languages in Merauke. 
Document analysis will help assess the extent to which existing policies support or hinder 
local language preservation and identify documentation and teaching initiatives already 
in place. 
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Bowen (2009) explains that document analysis is a systematic method for reviewing 
or evaluating documents, both printed and electronic. It can provide context and 
supplementary insights, especially when used alongside other data collection 
techniques. 

 
Data Analysis Techniques 

Data obtained from interviews, observations, and documents will be analyzed using 
thematic analysis, whereby the researcher will identify key themes emerging from the 
data. The analysis process involves several steps: 

Data Transcription 
Interviews will be transcribed verbatim so that all information participants provide can 

be analyzed comprehensively. 
 

Coding 
Data will be divided into smaller units and categorized based on relevant themes, such 

as local language use, the role of education, government policies, and language 
documentation. Coding is done inductively to allow new themes to emerge from the 
data. 

Saldaña (2015) discusses coding as a critical step in qualitative analysis, where data is 
segmented, labeled, and categorized. He suggests using a systematic approach to coding 
cycles, moving from initial open codes to more refined categories and themes. 

 
Theme and Pattern Identification 

After coding, the researcher will identify the main themes and explain the factors 
influencing local language literacy scarcity in Merauke. Patterns of relationships 
between these factors will also be analyzed to provide a deeper understanding of the 
phenomena studied. 

Braun and Clarke (2006) outline thematic analysis as a flexible approach to identifying, 
analyzing, and reporting patterns (themes) within qualitative data. They argue that it 
enables researchers to delve into core themes while allowing coding and organizing data 
flexibility. 

 
Data Interpretation 

The researcher will interpret the data based on relevant theories and literature. This 
interpretation will explain how social, cultural, political, and educational factors 
contribute to local language literacy scarcity and provide policy recommendations and 
strategies for local language preservation in Merauke. 

Smith and Osborn (2008) discuss Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis (IPA), 
which involves a double hermeneutic approach, where the researcher interprets 
participants’ interpretations of their own experiences. This method is well-suited for 
analyzing individual, subjective experiences within their contexts. 

 
Validity and Reliability 

To ensure the validity and reliability of the research findings, several strategies will be 
applied: 

Data Source Triangulation will be conducted by comparing data obtained from various 
sources (interviews, observations, and documents) to ensure consistency of findings. 
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Member Checking will be performed by asking participants to review interview results 
and researcher interpretations to ensure data accuracy and relevance. An audit trail will 
be created to document the entire data collection and analysis process and trace the 
research systematically. 

Denzin (1978) identifies triangulation as a method that strengthens validity by 
integrating multiple perspectives, data sources, and methods. By cross-verifying data, 
researchers can enhance the study’s accuracy and reliability. Carlson (2010) discusses 
the complexities of member checking, particularly in ensuring that participants 
understand the research findings in the same way intended by the researcher, thus 
enhancing validity. Guba and Lincoln (1989) recommend using an “audit trail” to ensure 
dependability, where the researcher documents each step of the study, from data 
collection to analysis. This documentation allows for external auditing and enables other 
researchers to follow the same logic. 

 
Research Limitations 

This research has several limitations, including, time and resource constraints may 
affect the research scope, thus focusing only on a few major local language communities 
in Merauke. Maxwell (2013) explains that resource limitations may restrict data 
collection and analysis, suggesting that researchers carefully prioritize essential aspects 
of their study. He also highlights that limitations are often an unavoidable reality in 
qualitative research. 

Language barriers may arise during interviews and observations, particularly with 
native speakers who are not fluent in Indonesian and require local translators. Cultural 
sensitivity must be observed, especially on issues related to local identity and traditions, 
which may affect the participation and openness of research subjects. Squires (2009) 
argues that language barriers can lead to a loss of meaning and depth in data 
interpretation. To mitigate this, she recommends using multiple translators and 
validating interpretations with participants where possible. 

Result and Discussion  

Results and discussions of this research are: 
1. Use of Local Languages in Merauke 
The research findings indicate that the use of local languages in Merauke is 

experiencing a significant decline. Interviews and observations reveal that the older 
generation predominantly uses local languages such as Marind, Kanum, and Muyu, while 
the younger generation is more proficient in Indonesian. Local language usage primarily 
occurs within family and Indigenous community settings, whereas Indonesian dominates 
formal domains such as education, administration, and public interactions. 

Analysis: This phenomenon aligns with the theory of language shift, where local 
languages are gradually replaced by a language with higher status, in this case, 
Indonesian. This shift occurs due to the pressure to adapt to a broader environment, 
where Indonesia is perceived as more practical and economically beneficial, particularly 
in education and employment (Fishman, 1991). The shift also illustrates that local 
languages are no longer considered important by the younger generation due to the 
limited pragmatic value they offer in the modern social context of Merauke. 
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2. Scarcity of Literacy and Documentation of Local Languages 
One of the primary findings is the lack of literacy in local languages. No textbooks, 

teaching materials, or written literature utilize local languages in schools or other formal 
institutions. Efforts to document local languages, whether in dictionaries, grammar 
books, or oral traditions, are minimal. This is exacerbated by the fact that most children 
and teenagers in Merauke are more accustomed to reading and writing in Indonesian. 

Analysis: The scarcity of documentation and literacy in local languages is a crucial 
factor that accelerates the extinction of these languages. According to Grenoble and 
Whaley (2006), poorly documented languages are more likely to become extinct because 
they lose the written forms that can be used for teaching and preservation. In Merauke, 
the lack of documentation limits community access to local languages and hinders 
formal efforts to revitalize these languages through education. 

 
3. Unsupportive Educational Policies 
Based on interviews with teachers and government officials, the education system in 

Merauke shows that local languages are not significantly integrated into the school 
curriculum. Local language lessons are not taught as formal subjects, and educators are 
not trained to teach local languages. This places local languages in a weak position within 
formal education, with Indonesian and foreign languages such as English being 
prioritized. 

Analysis: The absence of local languages in formal education reflects a policy failure 
to preserve these languages. The theory of language maintenance posits that education 
plays a crucial role in sustaining languages, particularly through formal school teaching 
(Fishman, 1991). However, local languages have become increasingly marginalized 
among the younger generation without adequate policy support. An education system 
that focuses solely on the dominant language accelerates the marginalization of local 
languages. 

 
4. Impact of Globalization and Modernization 
Globalization and modernization also contribute to the scarcity of literacy in local 

languages in Merauke. This study finds that the younger generation is more interested 
in mastering Indonesian and foreign languages, such as English because these languages 
are perceived to hold greater economic and social value. Social media and the internet 
further accelerate this process, where local languages are rarely used on digital 
platforms. 

Analysis: The impact of globalization and modernization on language shift cannot be 
overlooked. The linguistic imperialism theory states that global languages tend to 
dominate economic, educational, and cultural realms, losing relevance for local 
languages (Phillipson, 1992). In Merauke, Indonesian and foreign languages are 
prioritized as they provide greater access to jobs and economic opportunities, further 
marginalizing local languages in the modern era. 

 
5. Challenges in Revitalizing Local Languages 
Revitalizing local languages in Merauke faces significant challenges. Documentation 

efforts undertaken by academics and cultural activists remain very limited. Interviews 
with local researchers indicate that despite awareness of the importance of language 
preservation, resource limitations, government support, and infrastructure hinder 

http://e-publisher.my.id/index.php/amrj/index


available at http://e-publisher.my.id/index.php/amrj/index  
Acceleration: Multidisciplinary Research Journal Vol. 02, No. 03 Year 2024 

 

E-ISSN: 2986-9269 174 P-ISSN: 3026-0159 
 

broader revitalization efforts. Moreover, difficulties in engaging the younger generation 
in language preservation programs also pose a major obstacle. 

Analysis: Language revitalization is a complex process, especially in regions like 
Merauke that face economic and infrastructural limitations. According to Hinton and 
Hale (2001), language revitalization requires a strong commitment from the local 
community and government and educational institutions' support to provide adequate 
resources and infrastructure. In Merauke, minimal government involvement and lack of 
local initiatives exacerbate the situation, resulting in slow progress in revitalization 
efforts. 

Conclusion 

The study of local language literacy in Merauke reveals a concerning trend of decline 
in the use of local languages such as Marind, Kanum, and Muyu, particularly among the 
younger generation. The predominance of Indonesian in formal contexts—such as 
education, administration, and public interactions—has led to a significant language 
shift. This shift is exacerbated by the lack of literacy and documentation of local 
languages, highlighting a critical gap in educational materials and resources. Moreover, 
the education system’s failure to integrate local languages into the curriculum, 
compounded by the pressures of globalization and modernization, has marginalized 
these languages further. Efforts to revitalize local languages face formidable challenges, 
including insufficient documentation, limited resources, and a lack of governmental 
support. The cultural significance of these languages is at risk, threatening their 
existence and the rich heritage they represent. 
Recommendations 

Integrate Local Languages into Education by developing and implementing a 
curriculum that includes local languages as formal subjects. This should involve training 
educators in teaching local languages to enhance their integration into the education 
system. Enhance Documentation Efforts by encouraging academic institutions and local 
communities to collaborate on documenting local languages. This could include the 
creation of dictionaries, grammar books, and resources for teaching local languages in 
schools. Government Support and Policy Development by advocating for policies that 
support the preservation and revitalization of local languages. This should include 
funding for language programs, educational resources, and community initiatives 
focused on language use and preservation. Leverage Technology for Language 
Revitalization by utilizing digital platforms and social media to promote local languages 
among the youth. This could involve creating engaging content in local languages, such 
as videos, podcasts, and interactive apps that encourage usage. Community Engagement 
and Awareness Programs by organizing community workshops and events to raise 
awareness about the importance of preserving local languages. Involve local leaders, 
cultural activists, and youth in these initiatives to foster a sense of ownership and pride 
in their linguistic heritage. Research and Collaboration by encouraging further research 
into local languages and their cultural significance. Collaboration between linguists, 
anthropologists, and local communities can provide valuable insights and strategies for 
revitalization efforts. By implementing these recommendations, it is hoped that 
Merauke can begin to reverse the decline in local language literacy and foster an 
environment where local languages thrive, preserving the cultural identity and heritage 
they represent. 
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